
“You therefore, beloved, since you are forewarned, beware that you are not carried away 

with the error of the lawless and lose your own stability. But grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to 

the day of eternity. Amen.” 2 Peter 3:17, 18.  

 

Dear Christian friends, 

 

Traditionally January is a time to “reboot” some things in our life. It is a time of renewal 

or recommitment. We make an analysis of our life and take a prescription to ameliorate 

the “bad” within us. The Christian faith understands this as discipleship. Discipleship 

involves training and learning. It is a life-long process.  

 

Most professional associations require annual continuing education hours (credits) for 

their members. Pastors have an expectation to continue active learning after their 

graduation from Seminary and ordination. Even school bus drivers are expected to stay 

updated in their driving skills. No less are authentic people of faith involved in life-long 

learning. Christians do not graduate until the moment they take their last earthly breath! 

Jesus grew up in a religious tradition that understood the need to continue to learn the 

story of their faith. Jesus trained his disciples and expected them “to teach all that he 

commanded [them].” Matthew 28:20. The Church still has a duty to teach and her 

members have a duty to learn. 

 

The Christian educators (and theologians) J. I. Packer and Gary A. Parrett write, 

“Catechesis … should be understood as a ministry of rigorously grounding and growing 

believers in the Christian faith. This includes a comprehensive concern for our beliefs 

about God, our communion with God, and our obedience to God.”(
1
) Luther wrote two 

Catechisms precisely for the use in teaching the very fundamentals of our Christian faith. 

He did that because of the ignorance he discovered among the Christian people in his 

day.  

 

Numerous scripture references command and encourage the learning and practice of the 

story of faith. The learning is a mentoring method where by the learner is transformed 

into the character that God longs for his children to live. Learning always requires effort. 

Still the effort pays rich dividends. The student is enriched in their life and understanding 

of that life. I find that as I spend time learning about the Christian faith, I am brought 

stronger into my relationship with God. That is the transformation that Jesus Christ can 

make in the Christian believer.  

 

A New Year resolution to make and work toward would be learn something from the 

Christian scriptures and the Christian teachings. Remember God’s children graduate only 

the moment they take their last earthly breath. God will provide the gift of knowledge to 

undergird all our efforts. 

 

A blessed 2015, 

Pastor Kevin. 
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